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Surrenders to All American 


eae By Vernon C. Havener 


|} 


Paratroopers and glidermen of Major General James M. Gavin's gallant — 


82nd Airborne Division, who opened the Allied assault\on Hitler’s 
»Festung Europa‘ with a daring airborne invasion of Sicily in the 
summer of 1943, fittingly delivered a final coup to the crumbling Third 
Reich with the capture, May 3, of an entire German army. 


With his units badly battered and 
hopelessly caught between over- 
Powering Russian forces on the 
east and American, British and 
Canadian ones on the west, Lieu- 
tenant General von Tippelskirch 
surrendered his 21st Army to the 
82nd at Ludwigslust. 


General Gavin called the surren- 
der of an entire army to a single 
division, ,,without precedent’ in 
American military history“, 


The surrender followed the 82nd’s 
assault across the Elbe River at 
Bleckede early on the morning of 
April 30. The crossing was made 
by boat under what Major M. B. 
Ridgway, XVIIIth Airborne Corps 
commander, termed ,,the heaviest 
artillery barrage since Normandy“. 
Once across the river, the para- 
troopers and glidermen tanidly 
stormed over heavily-mined roads 
and fields, sweeping all opposition 
before them und capturing priso- 
ners by the hundreds. 


By May 3, prisoners were pouring 
into the division cages so fast it 
was impossible to keep an exact 
tally. Intelligence officers estima- 
ted that 150,000 prisoners passed 
through the division area. On 
May 7, the day the German capi- 
tulation was signed in Rheims, 
there were 34,281 prisoners on 
hand. More than 2,000 units were 
represented in the cages. 


In addition to General von Tip- 
pelskirch and his entire staff, the 
@2ad captured ninc otker—geneza! 
officiers and a great deal of lesser 


nbrass“*. 


Vast amounts of enemy equipment 
were captured or destroyed. A 
survey of equipment in the divi- 
sion area revealed 2008 trucks and 
cars, 109 halftracks, 17 tanks, 197 
miscellaneous vehicles, including 
tractors, motorcycles and ‘busses, 
89 trailers, and seven eight-inch 
howitzers. No attempt was made 
to tally small arms and light 
equipment. 


For more than 36 hours after Ge- 
neral von Tippelskirch’s surrender, 
German soluiess poured through 
the division’ lines by the thou- 
sands. Even in Sicily, where 20,000 
prisoners surrendered to the divi- 
sion, the troopers had seen nothing 
like it. Germans poured in from 
every direction, swamping priso- 
ner-of-war facilities. They were 
simply disarmed and herded onto 
roads leading to the rear: With 
the Russians at their backs, they 
needed no prodding. 


Roads were jammed almost beyond 
description. The Germans-moved 


“in convoy, not as a military body, 


but as refugees fleeing the scene 
of disaster. One could ride along 
the ,,front’* for miles and not see 
the end or the beginning of the 
monstrous queue. A trip of a few 
miles took hours. 


It was the most conglomerate 
convoy imaginable. With the sol- 
diers were many women and chil- 
dren. Some were refugees; others 
apparently had lived with the 
soldiers for a long time. 


Many of the procession rode in 
Wehrmacht trucks, trailers, 
tracked vehicles and automobiles. 
Many others rode in wagons, res- 
ting on bundles of hay for their 
horses. The convoy moved on 
anything with wheels . . . bicyc- 
les... charcoal-burning and gaso- 
line civilian autos... . all manner 
of carts: ox-drawn, hand-drawn, 
tractor-drawn. 


Many walked until they could 
walk no farther, then flung them- 
selves along the roadside until 
they recovered enough strength to 
push on. 


The soldiers were much neater in 
appearance than those the troo- 
pers dug out of mountain crags in 
Italy, or hedgerows in Normandy 
or forests in Belgium. There was 
a great range in their ages. Some 
of them must have borne arms for 
Kaiser Wilhelm; others kad no 
need of razors. 


Ali night and ali day th — te* 
of wagons, the clop of hootsa the 
tumble of vehicles echoca atong 
the German roads. 


These were the once-proud men 
of the Wehrmacht who overran 
all Western Europe, spilled over 
into Africa and were at the gates 
of Stalingrad and Cairo. But, in 
the first week of May, 1945, theirs 
was not an army of conquest; it 
was an army of defeat. 


The defeated army was not flan- 
ked by rows of shimmering swas- 
tikas as it once was. On every 
side, crude, home-made white 
flags flew from every house. The 
army marched over bridges mar- 
ked for demolition, but never 
blown. It wound through towns 
still standing. The Germans did 
not choose to fight here; their 
villages were not leveled like so 
many they had left behind them 
all over Europe. 


The Germans seemed neither ela- 
ted nor dejected. They had given 
up the war. They were intent 
only upon getting away from it. 


Reconnaissance’ 
Is to meet Russians 


Grabow, Germany — A meeting 
between the Russians and the Ame- 
ricans on the Northern Front took 
plice-at-9:30.A..M..on. May 3rd, 
one mile East of Grabow, Ger- 
many. % 

Elements of the 82d “All Ame- 
rican Airborne Division Recon- 
naissance Platoon met a Russian 
motorized Infantry Column just 
two days after they had first 


- established their Bleckede Bridge- 


head over the Northern Elbe River. 
Sgt. Vernon E. French in the first 
Armored Recon. Jeep, is given cre- 
dit for actually spotting the for- 
ward Russian elements. Out of a 
column of dust roared Sherman 
Tanks with Russian motorized in- 
fantry swarming all over them. 
Roaring to a stop, the Russian 
infantrymen jumped off their 
Shermans, and went into a series 
of wild gesticulations with the 
waiting Americans. Token exchan- 
ges of Russian sausages, Vodka 
for the ever-popular American 
cigarettes followed the back-slap- 
Ping and vigorous hand shaking. 
Another historic mecting passed 
into fiesta. ” 
Those in the first 82d Recon. Jeep 
were: Lt. Joseph V. DeMasi, Lt. 
Richard ©. Prendergast, Sgt. 
French, P.F.C. Robert S. Bastrow. 
Ac 1:00 P. M. the meeting was 
made official, when Brig. General 
Francis A. March, 82d Division 
Arty. General, flew in by Cub 
and was introduced to General 
Major (Brig. General) Firsovich, 
Commander of the Russian 8th 
Mechanized Corps of the 49th 
Russian Army. Later in the after- 
noon Major General James M. 
Gavin, Commanding General of 
the 82d Airborne-Divisien called 
at the Russian General’s new C. P. 
Prior to the meeting, at 9:30 
Thursday morning the 82d Div. 
Recon Platoon had taken nine- 
teen towns in two days, covering 
twenty five miles since the initial 
breakthrough on the lower Elbe at 
Bleckede. Just three days before 
the Recon Platoon had made the 
initial boat-crossing reconnaissance 
for the Division Bridgchead as- 
sault. 

Tt is befitting that the 82d ,,All 
Americans“, so named because they 
had men from every State —in 
World War I, should be the Divi- 
sion to meet the Russians. The 


first Airborne Troops overseas, . 


the men of the 82d A/B Division 
are veterans of ten Beachhead 
Bridgehead Assaults, geographi- 
cally ranging from their initial 
jump in Sicily to their recent cros- 
sing of the Elbe. 

The Division Recons had led these 
Paratroopers as first ground troops 
into Naples and first across the 
Dutch German border. W.F.D. 


"First and Last i 
-Bridgeheads} Acreditéth to 
82? AIRBOR 


Bleckede, Germany — Bridgeheai yeachihead Mos 11 for clements of 
the 82d ,,All American‘ Airborne Bivision was made on April 30 when 
the 82d crossed the Northern Elbc}at Bleckade for the last bridgehead 
in the European War. It is befitting that the Skyborne Soldiess who 
made the last bridgehead assualt were also in on the initial Sock at 
Festung Fortress Europa two years|before when they made the D-Day 
drop into Sicily July 9, 1943. | 

Making the initial assualt was the 505th Parachute Combat Team which 
also made the initial jump into Sicily two years earlier» Within 24 hours 
the assualt team had pushed 10,000 yards, The 504th and 325th Combat 
Teams moved through and with the aid of their old friends from Com- 
bat Command B of the 7th Armored pushed 52,000 yards by the 


— second evening. Consolidating the huge arc, the Division busied itselt 


taking German prisoners by the tens of thousands and waited for the 
oncoming Russians. 


With typical Airborne aggressiveness the 82d Airborne, seaborne, foot- 
borne mud sloggers had gotten off their French 40 and 8’er railroad 
freight cars after a restless three day ride to go right into the tight. 
The night before the assault when Division Reconnaissance Patrols 
crossed theeriver neither the engineers who were to man the assualt 
boats nor the regiment which was to make the assualt had arrived from 
Cologne on the 350 mile train ride, 


The Russians were met amid scenes of wild jubulation on May 3 and 
one war for the 82d was unofficially over. Prior to the Bleckede-Elbe 
operation in Northern Germany the ,All Americans‘ had played a 
major role in the operation to close the Ruhr Sack. In both operations 
Major Gen. “Jimmy” Gavin’s boy://of the 82d were under the 18th 
Airborne Corps cammanded by Major Gen. “Matt” Ridgway, erst- 
while 82d commander, 

Qther beachhead-bridgcheads established or assualted by clements ot the 
82d include skydrop assualts on Sicily, Salerno, Normandy, and Hol- 
land; a sea entry at Anzio, and the vital river crossing assualts at the 
Volturno, Douve; Merderet, Maas, Waal, Rhine, and Elbe rivers, 
During their 371 combat days ,,Slim, Jim’s boys have fought in 6 coun- 
tries and been assigned or attached to every British, American or Cana- 
dian Army except the British 8th which they fought beside throughout 
Italy. W.F.D. 


4; “TROOPERS”. 


Re es itu 


re 


Field Marshal! Sir Barnard Montgomery, 21: Allied Army Group and Maj. Gen. Mathew 


Bunker Ridgway, 18th Airborne Corps. 


inspect the 82ND All American Division Elbe 


River bridgehead. Said Ridgway, “the hesviest Artillery barrage Since Normandy” 


82° Swinghand Cuts Loose 
For Displaced Jive Honnds. 


While covering the west siden 
the Ruhr “sack” the “All Ame- 
ricans” had in their care thou- 
sands of Russian, Polish, French, 
Belgian, Dutch, Slavakian and) 
Italian slave laborers liberated 
when Allied - Armies overran 
Western Germany. 

Largest groups were the Russians 
and Poles, awaiting transportation’ 
and conquest of Central Germany 
so they could be shipped home, 
Poorly-fed and cruelly treated by, 
their German captors, these peopli 
were overjoyed by the meaget 
captured food supplies and limi: 
fe accomodations which the 
Allies could provide. 
Their reaction to the 82d Swing 
band, however, was not quite so 
enthusiastic. Thousands showed up 
for the show at one of the Dis- 


Troppers of the 82ND “All Americen" Airborne Division 
captured in Sicily and liberoted two years later by the same 
Division. Renney, Grisez, Rinkowsky, Manual and Lindsey. 


Other 82° Division Firsts 


seemed to understand the mus: 
Each number was followed by. 
loud applause, apparently out of 
courtesy, but it remaine 
“Beer Barrel Polka” and 
“Volga Boatman” to stir an’ 
visible emotion during the actual 1 
playing. 


A TRIBUTE TO AND FRO. 


[yaks ew Nbr Qa 
+> To Our Conmanoer ww Cuier ~ 
FROM HIS PILN OF THE B2 ~o. 
ALL AMERICAN®, 
Fiextinc VETERANS OF 


SNS 
TALY, NORMAN 
THE Nerteavagse Ne 


ESE STAMPS WERE THE {™ TAKEN 

ROM Ne Her ST OFFICE 
ARTES THE FIERCE 3 DAY BATTLE FOR THE VITAL, 
MEGAN ‘OVER { 


Jamts M1 Gavin 
RRIGADIIR GENERAL 
COMMANDING- 


OUR 


THE WHITE HOUSE a 
WASHINGTON — 


(Dear Gonora) Gavint 


The postage 


rlyed. 
tn my collection. 


| Nifmegen operation, 


Commanding General 


~ New York, New York 
% “ 


LATE GREAT PRESIDENT. 


obtatned at tho Niynegen Poot Office have ar- J * 
Fhe letter and utamps will be placed y 


W111 you convey to every man in| -! 
‘your organization my thanka for this thought- 
ful gift and my appreciation of thelr gallant 
conduct throughout this war--especially in the 


Wajar Genoral James M,. Gavin Sat 3 “4 


82nd Alrborno Division - 
APO 230, % Postmaster ° 


week before V-E day. 


{Almost two years ago the first 
Airborne Division overseas made 
its jump spearheading the drive 
on Sicily. Many 82d paratroo- 
pers including these men from 
Combat Bn X, landed in widely 
cattered groups. Dropped in a 
hornets nest of Hieinies, they 
fought furiously inflicting casual- 


munition exhausted. 


East Prussia, begun 
27th of Janwaty, these 
Vserans of German +risoner_ of 
D mps retur-cd to the’ same 

. thewléwer Elbe. 
we saw,” 


stampa which your men \ 7 


from the same gang we 
ped with. He told us we'd 
sed the show at Salerno, Vol- 
Urno, Anzio, Normandy, Hol- 
d, the Bulge, the Siegfried Line, 
he Elbe, but let me tell you 
{ id some travelling too. Why 
mie! icily we never even had time 
x] to open our K rations. These here 
are'the first K rations we've ever 

1 fa Say Colonel Gavin is a 
lajor General now. He had our 
combat\ team in Sicily. But back 


Very aincerely yours, 


| © our trip around Europe. First 
4 they took us to a transient Prison 
Camp near Naples. I hear you 
o] lucky: stiffs took that town later 
land then occuppied it for a while. 

| Anyhow we were only there 2 
fweeks and\they shipped us by train 
to Staleg)2 B at Hammersteen 
Near the German Polish border. 
The tri took 6 nights and 5 
: He Bill, rell them about 


at Hammerstein,” 


jties on 7 times their number, but 
bythe end of the 2d day, were to pick the wormtsour and try 
cut Of€, and surrounded with ain ta fore it, but it sure wasn’t 


y Today, atter a 500 kilomete; walk 
the 
year 


The Troopers Come Home 
.500 Kilometer Walk From East Prussia 


Veteran paratroopers of the 82d “All American” 
captured on Sicily in the first invasion of Europe are 
old buddies from the same division in Northern Germ 


irborne Division, 


chimed in John Rin 
sian speaking Americal 
jumped the same plane 
and more recently hel; 
them through the Russian 
“Oh yes,” Bill said, “They ¢ 
it barley soup. It was all we 
so we “ate it anyway, but thyt 
barley was full of worms. 
were so damned hungr: 


like this chow we're getting now. 
Some could’t stand it, but hell, 
Tm still healthy. e 
“From Staleg 2B they forced us 
to go to labor farms. Let me tell 
you about the American Red 
Cross. Those people saved our 
lives, Twice the Geneva people 
came around, and I guess the 
Germans were afraid to hold out 
on us, because regular as clock- 
work, in came the Red Cross 
boxes. They sent us new uniforms 
too. Our old ones were in rags. 
I’ve hung on to this jump jacket. 
we got our boots, all but Gar- 
cia here, he fought like hell and 
somehow talked them into letting 
him keep his, You usually don’t 
talk those people into anything. 
We were pretty well skin and 
bones till the Red Cross Packages 
started coming. I'll take my 
stam‘ off to them anytime. The 
Germans always said the choco- 
late and coffee were. American 
propaganda.” “We'd stop "em cold 
on that” Lindsey popped in. “We 
asked them if they could eat any 
of their propaganda.” 

“Speaking of propaganda” said 
Dick Ranney, who joined the un- 
holy four sometime after his cap- 
ture at Anzio, “we used to sneak 
@ paper from one of the Polish 


In the two.years since the 82d piled down the gangplan! 

“May (0, 1943, the Division has compiled a record unequaled by any 
in the Allied Armies. Here are a few of their first and mosts: The First 
U. S. Airborne Division.(on Aug 15, 1942 the 82d and 101st Airborne 
Divisions were formed out of the old 82d Inf. Div.) 


The First U.S. Airborne Division overseas-April 29, 1943. 

The First U.S. Airborne Division to see combag-Sicily, July 9, 1943. 
The First ground troops to enter Naples. 

The First Allied troops across the Dutch-German border. 

The First across the Volturno River in Italy. 

The First across the Rhine (Sept, 1944, Nijmegen, Holland). 

The First across the Douve and Merderet Rivers in Normandy. 

The First to stop, and hurl back Von Rundstedts forces in the Battle 
of the Bulge. 

The first town liberated on the Western front (Ste. Mére Eglise). 

The First through the Siegfried Line in the Allied spring offensive. 
The First Bridgehead ttr-Europe, Sicily-July 9, 1943. 

The last Bridgehead in Europe, Elbe-Bleckede April 30, 1945. 

The most Airborne Invasions (4) Sicily, Italy, Normandy, Holland. 
More combat days than other Airborne Division, (371). 

The First troops to meet the Russians in North Germany (Grabow). 


The 82d “All American” Airborne Division has also been in more 
countries than any division in the European Theater (French Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunisia, Sicily, Italy, Ireland, england, France, Holland, Bel- 
gium, and 3 times into Germany. They have captured nearly 200,000 
Prisoners in5 campaigns or approximately 25 per man. Prisoners included 
Lt Gen. Von Tippelskirch and his 21st German Army, the first army in 
history to surrender to a lone American division. 4 W.F.D. 


gitls who worked on the farm. 
The news was always 3 weeks 
late but we got some of the war 
news. During the Bulge, the Ger- 
mans said both the Russian and 
Allied fronts were being smashed. 
They really believed 


scared to death. They honestly 
believed that the Germans and 
Americans were going to join and 
fight the Russians. Those guards 
had their families, <i ses, and 
cverythiae-—with them. It got so 
ad near the end we had to laugh. 
A couple of days ago they all 
took off. They wanted us to take 
them prisoner) but we told ’em 
we didn’t want to cheat our Rus- 
sian allies out of their prize catch. 
We got these Lugers when they 
took off. For 2 years they had us 
where they wanted us. I wonder 
where they are now? Nobody 
even wants them. 
“Boy were we ever surprised when 
we recognized the 1st Yank we 
saw. I still don’t know his name 
but he had that good old 82d 
“AA” patch on and I know he 
jumped with us in Sicily. They 
tell me there aren’t many of those 
fellows left. That was the fighte- 
nest bunch of Joes I ever hope to 
see, Well anyhow we're back and 
it’s great. Boy were we surprised. 
We kept hearing of the old 82d 
all over Europe. I guess you guys 
have fought in more countries 
than any of the divisions. We 
thought sure proud be home by 
now. How does this rotation 
work? We've had a long rest, how 
about us trading places with a 
couple of the old gang? They can 
go home and we've got a couple 
of personal scores to settle. How 
does this rotation work?” 


Well Bill, that's another long 
story, but you get some shuteye 
now and we'll take you down to 
see your old buddies in the 
ment tomorrow 


“Yea,” said Bill, who seemed to 
be the spokesman for the group, 
“they thought they were going to 
win, but then the Russians started 
to attack again. That’s when we 
started our 500 kilometer walk. 
On the night of the 27th of Jan 
the Russians were only 4 miles 
away from Dick’s farm and 12 
from mine. They made us march. 
We were praying to get caught by 
the Russians but with 3 guard 
companies it’s hard to stall very 
much. We started out in knee 
deep snow with home-made sleds. 
At the end of the first day they 
made us throw the sleds awey 
and carry cvery thing on our back. 
It was bitter cold and lots of guys 
got trench foot, but somchow all 
of our gang stayed with it, and 
we've been walking ever since. 
Two days ago after our guards 
had thrown down their weapons 
and run away, we met the Rus- 
sians. They asked Rinkovsky it 
we wanted a ride, but do you 
know not one of us said yes? 
After 500 kilometers, we weren’t 
going to ride the last few miles. 


“There were 400 Americans, 300 
Frenchies, 100 Serbs, and 300 
Russians in our prisoner march 
from East Prussia. At least that’s 
how many we started with. We 
used to tell them the Russians 
were right behind us. They were 


George C Melahn 505th PIR 
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-Purpose 


The Paraglide is a supplement to 
your unit newspaper, The pur- 
pose of the ,,All American“ Para- 
glide is to provide a souvenir for 
the men of the Division, their pa- 
rents and their friends. Specific 
mention of units and individuals 
‘ is avoided wheneyer possible so 
that all material may have uni- 


versal appeal. Letters to the Edi- | 


tor_will be printed in succeeding 
editions and contributions of a 
general nature that appeal to in- 
dividuals in all units will be 
——appreuated. Send a copy of the 
Paraglide to your hometown 
paper together with your home 
address, your unit, and a line or 
two about yourself; There is 
enough general material here to 
give your hometown editor a 
good story. W.E.D. 


EDITORIAL PAGE 


_V-E DAY 
What does_it mean? 


For the men of the 82d Division 
f V-E Day was not an emotional day 
of celebration, triumph or frivolity. 
Some of us considered it the end of 
another campaign, just one of scven 
since Sicily, others couldn’t even see 
thar much in the occasion. For most 
of us the campign had ended with 
the surrender of the 21st German 
Army to the division several days 
before V-E Day. Some of us, tired 
from many months of combat, were 
too mentally lazy to give European 
victory much thought. Most had 
hoped for it many times and cer- 
tainly no division bad fought more 
fiercely, or played a greater role in 
the ultimate German defeat, yet what 
did V-E Day really mean when it 
came. A short rest, yes, but then 
what? Many questions remained un- 
answered, Was ‘this really victory? 
mn came the point system. It was 


ome. At least a few, but when? 
We don’t know. How abour those 
in the Pacific? V-E Day, what does 
it mean to them? ,,The men in 
Europe want to go home, That's 
tough, what about us”, must be 
their reaction, Our war isnt over.“ 
V-E Day and a chance for some of 
those G. [st fighting through Europe 
to go home. Sure, ‘the war is over 
for them. Then what are we doing 
over here on these damned islands?” 
V-E Day means something different 
to us al, but what? What should 
it mean to the European who has 
been liberated after years of Nazi 
domination? Freedom? Democracy? 
Does it? What should it mean to. the 
U.S. soldiers in Europe? The end 
of our. responsibility? Does it? What 
should it mean to the man in ‘the 
Pacific war? Is be forgotten and 
abused? Is ‘he? What docs it mean to 

_those-at home? Frivolity? Does it 

- really? And what docs it‘ mean to 
the Gérmans or the other war crimi- 
nals, © still. living, breathing, and 
laughing in Europe, or anyplace alse 
where concentration camps can flou- 
trish and freedom is defincd as ,,a 
seven letter joke“. 


What does V-E Day mean? Is’ it 
the end of a job, the end of a job 
_in Europe, ‘an excuse for a holiday, 
,or is ic a day, a\time, a period of 
y thought and action toward the jobs 


"nor finished andthe jobs still to 


be begun? V-E Day, what 


does vit 
~ mean to you? W.F-D. 


~._ Two down % 
and one fo go 
‘by Gordon F. Adams 


- The private observations of a. Private 


82d trooper 


On the evening of the 28th of April 
our lieutenant gave’ us the good 


news, we were to have the dubious: 


honor of being the first to cross the 
Elbe River on a night patrol. Up till 
now we had felt fairly safe, the war 
was a long way off and all over 
bur the fighting. Didn’s the news- 
papers say sor 


Anyway at 7:30 we were on our 
it way, armed to the teeth and intent 
on destroying that constant source 
of aggravation, the kraut soldier, 
In order to do so we had to cross 
the Elbe River, walk miles behind 
enemy lines and. recross the river 
after having observed all we could. 
; It sounds simple. A night patrol is 
one of the most distasteful job} a 
soldier has to~pull, certainly one of 
the most nerve-wracking. Two hours 
os later we reached the river. There 
were British soldiers there. who had 
collected all the eggs in the: deser- 
ted town so we had eggsfor supper. 
While. cating our eggs our guards 
captured six fully armed German 
soldiers who were surrendering. This 
was to be the first of thousands for 
_ the 82d. Appasently the Krauts felr 


“worse that night than we did which © 


would make practically pitiful, 
After waiting hours our assualt boar 
arrived, so, at three-thirty we star- 
ted, First we carried it to the waters 
edge, next all ammunition was placed 
ina sack. In case we were fired on 
it wouldn't drag us down. Then into 
the boat, By this time my shaky 
little incisors were ‘rattling loudly, 


Or tes. Wer. Rare wild ge 
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THE ARCH OF TRIUMPH 
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MICHAEL BRADFORD: 


Gye 
Sous 


I don't know whether 
I . to pray or ory 
Though much Pve suffered 
i my eyes are dry 
For I've been freed 

T'm going HOME 
Back to farming Poland’s loam 


The Allies came, 

they won the war 
Carried the fight 

to Germany's core 
Theg» brought an end 

to all the things 
Nazi DOMINATION 


inevitably brings 


1 wish my husband 
f : was still alive 
To witness the feat 

of the 82nd’s drive 
Countless people 

who I'll never know 
Were saved by these “Troopers” 

7 love them so 


They've given me shelter, 
a bed of my own 
These men from DEMOCRACY 
have richly sown 
Seeds of kindness, 


American” traits 
so limitless in scope. 


Vue been freed, 

P’'m going home 
Back to farmin ‘ 
« Poland's loan 
1 live again 
: because I’m FREE 
“GOD BLESS” 

the Allied Victory. 


Perhaps Pll have 
another chance 
To hear the music, 
see the dance 
Of Polish free, 
ay and stron: 
And iglidden oom heart 7 
'midst their throng 


Now is the time 

for thoughtand prayer 
In thanks for FREEDOM 

from want and care 
Take up my life 

in peace again 
Harmony and work 

with my fellow men 


The future holds 
- no doubts for me 
With God’s help 
Pm sure I'll see 
A better Poland : 
whose liberty 
Will be safe from German travesty 


oD 


See enact 


A PICTORIAL EDITORIAL . 
living and dead In thessame room lying side by side, the 


mae 


pe ess 


living too waak !o move themselves muchless the dead. 


- by D. Vann Ween 


Robert we 


\ av ate 
28, and Paul.13, they were Jews from Budapest. \ 
Both had been in for three years. 


friendship and hope _ 


/THE ALL AMERICAN PARAGLIDE 


TOMORROW 


No “Nurse-Draft” Problem Here Russian ~Girl medic 
meets 82N° Airborne Medic in Grabow - Germany 


Life - Time - Fortune 
Corresdondent found in 
Wovoline Prison Camp 


Among the prisoners released by 

the “d “All America” Airborne 

Di: ‘an from the concentration 

ca ‘tar Ludwigslust, Germany; 

eae ,Life-Time-Fortune — Corre- 

spdndtnt Professor David Rous- 

set, Rousset, ex Paris philosopher, 
journalist, and political thinker, 
was arrested by the Germans late 
in 1943 for editing a political 
publication with the Paris Under- 
ground. 

Forced to work in the mines near> 
Brunswick, Rousset was only 
recently transferred to the Wovo- 
line concentration camp. 


AIRBORNE 


“Where is the Prince who can 


afford so to cover his country - 


with troops for its defense, as 4 
desseadins-———— 


the clouds, might not, in 


that’—z0,000° men, 
from 
many places, do an_ infinite 
deal of mischief before a force 
could be brought together to { 


repel them?” 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
1784 


‘ French, Dutch,! Poles,.andt Jews .piled_in_rows t 
warning for those still living who might want to rij 


82ND! Division photos by Henry Grotte 


rot_and serve as 


the super race. 


behind me the click of G, I.-denmres 
was just as loud. The poor wretch 
‘in front of me ‘was a pitiable sight, 
his cyes rolled wildly and tremors 
shook his frame. It was apparent he 
entertained small hope of secing New= 
ton Center again. Other then this 
the Recon was working as usual. 


On the flat» expanse of water we 
rowed »softly «and steadily, stopping. 
only as an occasional flare lit up the 
river farther down stream. Each time 
we froze, (Freezing is the same as 
pulling your head between your 
shoulders during a barrage, iy makes 
you ‘feel safer.) After rowing for 
what later turned out of be only 5 
Or 6 minutes, we reached land. The 
first two scouts took off inland be- 
-fore the boat was even clear of the 
water as there wasn’t any indication 
we had been ‘seen. We had expected 
trouble from the start but then pa- 
trols always: do. Our first objective 
was reached with no trouble, just. 
sweat. No, two, was where we cx- 
pected trouble and our premonitions 
were well founded. There we cap- 
tured an entire outpost, still nothing 
serious, After that we became aware 
of the early morning light. In fact 


oN 


I Wis broad daylight and us a mile 
on the wrong side of the river. It 
was too late and too light to take 
any. precautions coming back so we 
simply marched the prisoners straight 
across country. On the river, we 
found another ‘boat, the Krauts fur- 
nishing locomotion. Only when we 
reached our own lincs again did we 
realize how tired we actually were, 
our fect were soaked with icy water, 
but we were. back, i 


The next night the 82d, led by the 
505th Parachute Infantry, crossed the 
Elbe at the point we had patroled. 
In the days following the 82d made 
long slashes into enemy territory 
hetting’ us a captured C, P., count- 
less prisoners, and a complete SisruPs 
tion of enemy communications. The 
case with which this was accompli- 
shed indicated the rapid disinter- 
gration of the German Army in front 
of us. On'the 5th we. drove through 
to the Russian Army only five miles 
from our main’ forces. For three 
hours we drove through a road 
clogged witlf men and. material of a 
defeated army, the sight of which 
will never be forgotten by those who 
saw it Tiger tanks, with 88's broken 


a con tie 


eS 
most had long swords dangling to 
heir toes, Although rather violent 
in nature \they are cheerful and 
‘3 friendly All ‘Russian soldiers salute 
+ then shake hands with you, Getting 
sinto the spirit of things the Yanks 
were all saluting as if we'd done it 
all our lives: The Russians were all 
happy that day ‘and after drinking 
Vodka, who wouldn't be happy? 
Some executed mimble jigs and recls 
[and sang some Come-All-Yee's and 
 yied with each other in downing 
glasses of 98% of this and 2 % of 
one thing and another. The gaitey 
was sO spontaneous you couldn't 
refrain from attempting a jig your- 
By now the Americans and 


~ 

and many growing. rustys, flak 
gons, their muzzles pointea skyw. 
but the German weapons. sr 
their sinisterappearance for ‘Ba! 
seen them all before under 
different circumstances, 
fortified positions were now barm4 
less, ruined rifles and helmets lit 
the ground, The 21st Army h 
rendered to the 82d Airborne) | 
sion. The crushed German Aj 
peoples Army whose exisxtan; 
caused misery and the loss of 
erty and destruction to mil 
his Army which lived by the 
has died by the sword, ha 


The Russian Army was a/ tight 


q | self, 


see] American gpermany eet | Russkys swept along by the monen- 
dsswulized Walle caprure YH vum of the occasion were busily 
vehiclesi#A tathe head sof, " saluting one another and talking to 
was a huge Red Flag. The Ruskich Cah other in their own tongue, obli- 
aeial tugacdélosking lot of boys MS) vious to the fact no one understood 


anyone, 1 


This is the end of Our War over 
here so little else ymains to be told. 
Everyone is busy liguring our their 
points or sweating out that PI FIC! 
Pacific First Class! All I have to say 
is if I ever: get that 85 points, look 
our General Hershey, I bitel 


any company ler! aa testify; 
Every one had a; hat of/ curly black 
hair with a Red ‘Star ii it 


USE THIS SPACE FOR YOUR OWN EDITORIAL OR LETTER HOME | 


Somewhere in Goumany 


George 


C Melahn 505th PIR 


~/ 


NewAstC.G.receives 
Brigadier Star in 
suprise ceremony 


Brig. Gen. Ira P. Swift, Asst Div. 
Commander since December, re- 
ceived the coveted star symbolic 
of a gencral.officer in_a surprise 
ceremony before the 82d Airborne 


Division Field Hdgs. on April 14. 


The new insignia of rank was 
pinned on Gen. Swift's uniform 
by the Division Commanding Ge- 
‘neral Major Gen. Gavin and Brig. 
Gen. Francis Andrew March, Div. 
Arty, Commander. About 1:30 in 
the afternoon on April 14, Gen. 
Swift, then Col Swift was called 
back to the C. P. where a forma- 
tion of Div. Hdqs, and Staff per- 
sonel waited for the surprise cere- 
mony. His date,of..rank is offi- 
<cially_20 Mare 1945. 


The new Asst. Commanding Ge- 
neral has: been Asst Diy.’ Com- 


~ mander "since carly in December 


1944. He was active in both the 
Ardennes and German operations. 
Moving’ into the Bulge operation 
a few days after joining the divi- 
sion the General says he was very 
much impressed with the self ze- 
yyance and esprit de corps of the 

irborne Soldier, ,,They seem to 
move: forward and dive into a 
job more readily than the regu- 
lar infantry I had come in con- 
tact with,“ said the tall, greying 
veteran of the 2nd Armored Divi- 
sion. ,,Soldiers in the Second Ar- 
mored often compared their arta- 
ched infantry, units to Paratroo- 
pers. They always praised the 
aggressiveness of the Airborne 
Skytroopers ~ and expressed a 
strong desire to fight with them.‘ 
(This respect and mutual admi- 
ration as fighting men between 
the 82d and the 2nd Armored 
may date back as far as Ft Benning 
training days when the 504th and 
505th slugged it out with the 2nd 
Armored in Pheonix City’s famed 
Cotton Fish. Camp’ and _ other 
local brawling areas.) After joi- 
ning the Division General Swift 
soon was able to sec the subject 
of Armored admiration in action. 


: 


Generals 8 — Brigadier General Francis A March. 


= Ri 


Division Artillery. commander and Major General James M.Gavin, 
82 Division commander pin the/coveted Star on the ast. Division 
commander Brigadier General Ira. P. Swiit. 


GENERAL SWIFT 


Fourteenth 829d General Officer 


Gen. Swift is fourteenth in the 
Jong and distinguished list of Ge- 
nerals boasted by the 82d ,,All 
American“ in’ its 3 years since 
reactivation: Beginning with four 
star General Omar N. Bradley, 
Division Commanders were in 
order: Bradley, who organized 
the Division, Major Gen. Mat- 
thew B. Ridgway, who comman- 
ded through the campaigns in 
Sicily, Italy and Normandy, and 


“SLIM JIM" 


Military funeral for 
Nazi atrocity victims 
by Vernon C. Havener 


The citizens of Ludwigslust today 
Bave ,,proper and reverent burial“ 
to 200 slave laborers who died of 
starvation in a concentration 
camp four miles north of their 
town, 


The entire population of this 
town of 10,000 on the Mecklen- 
burg plain attended the services, 
which were conducted by chap- 
lains of the 82nd Airborne Di- 
vision. 


All day yesterday, men of the 
town dug graves six feet deep in 
the sandy soil of a tree-shaded 
park and. carried bodies of the 
dead from the concentration 
camp. There were 1000 bodies 
in all. Eight hundred had been 
buried in a woods, in common 
graves. Two hundred others now- 
rest in Christian graves in Lud- 
wigslust. 


The citizens of Ludwigslust mar- 


»My_ observations in the bitter ched along four long rows of 
fighting of the Bulge were that graves aaa looked at the bodies, 
the Skytroopers seem to have The dead were shrouded in 


more self reliance as individuals.“ 
The 82d Airborne soldiers seem 
to have a double Esprit de Corps, 
according to Gen. Swift. In addi- 
tion to great unit pride in the 
oldest aad most distinguished Air- 
borne Div. each and every Air- 
borne Soldier seems to fight a 
little harder because he’s a para- 
trooper. The older Glidermen are 
just a indignant if anyone sug- 
gests that they are not every bit 
as good as the paratroopers so the 
Esprit goes both ways. The men 
are convinced that they not only 
belong to the world’s greatest 
Division but that they are indi- 
vidually cut from the pattern of 
the world’s best in fighting men. 
Gen. Swift, himself is a fully qua- 
lified jumper with 6 jumps to his 
credit. He took his Parachute 
Training in France shortly after 
returning from the Belguim Ope- 


ration because he wanted ,,to do 


everything the men are asked 
to do. 


Major Gen. James.M..Gavini) 9 
as Commanded through Ho)’ d, 
the Bulge, the Rhine Sack, ad 
Central Germany. 


Asst. Division Commanders have 
included Gen. Ridgway under 
Gen. Bradley, Brig: Gen. Don. 
F. Pratt, who later went to the 
101st and was killed in Nor- 
mandy, Maj.Gen. Wm M. ,,Bud" 
Miley, now commanding the 17th 
Airborne, Brig. Gen. Charles L. 
Keerans, Maj Gen. Gavin, and 
Brig. Gen. Swift. 


Artillery Generals. were headed 
by Maj Gen. Joseph M. Swing, 
now commanding the 11th Air- 
borne in the Pacific, Maj Gen. 


sheets, but their 
faces were bared for all to see. 
Most of the Germans, hats in 
hand at the order of Gis did not 
appear greatly moved by the 
aie sight. A few women Peeds 
most did not. 


aunt, distorted 


Five Wehrmacht generals and 
other ‘German’ officers — marched 
along the long rows, too. Man 


avoided looking at the “twisted, 


gnarled bodies. Many looked, but 
apparently saw nothing; death to 
them was a commonplace. 


Yesterday, when civilians were 
escorted through the concentration 
camp, they were not so stoic. 
Many women fainted 'at the sights 
and smells. Many men were pro- 
foudly affected by the brick buil- 
ding with only straw for floors, 
the barbed wire enclosures, the 
unbelievable squalor that surroun- 
ded the dead. The living and the 
half-alive were worst: 700 hor- 
ribly emaciated slave laborers 


ENTER 


ew BrigADIER GENERAL 


SPECIAL SERVICE ROUND UP Sz, 


A long list of Stage, sctcen, and 
sports celebretics has. entertained 
“All Americans” in the lulls be- 
tween missions. 


Variety has always been the spice 
of Vaudeville and the Frenth, 
G. 4 and U: S. O. shows ‘presen: 
ted by Special Service as a supp- 
lement to the ever popular “ack- 
ack” were no exception. The 
celebrated gams that graced the 
prosidium ran the gauntlet all the 
way from the knobby knees of 
the lodacious old _ballplayer, 
Onkel Frankie Frisch,. to the cur- 
vatious calves of the ballroom 
slayer,’ lovely Marlene Dietrich. 
Onkel Frank, the old» Fordham 
Flash, dropped yin on us with a 
surprise visit .fvith the baseball 
troupe -including “baseball stars 
“Bucky” Walters, “Dutch” Leo- 
nard, Mel Ott, and sportscaster 
Roy Stockton. They came to the 
82d. first “and they'll remember it 
longest, judging by their enthu- 
siasm both during their visit and 
the mail that is still dropping 
into the Special Service Office on 
occasion. Incidentally, all four 
are going great in the current 
baseball season. “Dutch” “Leonard 
pitched and won the season ope~ 
ner for the Senators and has been 
fanning the corners with his 
knuckleball ever since “Bucky” 
Walters as usual will win his 20 
games for Cincinnati. He didn't 
finish the opener but, neither did 
he lose it as the Reds went on to 


THE BALL TEAM — 


Gaviit, Walters, Ott, ~ 
Leongrd, Frisch 


Wet Frankie Frisch’s Pirates in 
MY! innings, “Bucky” writes chat 

© was recently thrown out of a 
Wall game’ for arguing. It was the 
“scond time in 17 years of pro- 
Yesional. baseball. ““Must’a’ been 

‘risch’s influence during our 
Peer’, he says. 


faster Melvin, who breaks a fe& 
ford cyery time he goes to bat, 
* enjoying another hot season. 

lig year is Ott’s 20th Anni- 
y Gein the big leagues and his 
2fith: seasan with the same club, 
al record wingh beats “Gabby” 
Hartnett's 19 With the ‘Cubs, He 
is Tending the homeg_parade and 
punching out one of the National 
BI e's top batting avcrages as 
anager, of the “‘cayire. 
ling’ New: York, Giants. 


fanager Fri jis bewailing a 
few bad,bfeaks, but. according to 
Walters, he has a good club and 
they’ll be right in there at the 
finish, 

From bat to bow is a long jump 
but so was the distance the 82d 
troopers traveled between visits 
by the ball players and world 
famed violinist Jascha Heifitz 
who brought culture to a small 
group of Airborne cut-throats on 
theystage of the only big theatre 
left-in Cologne. His selection was 
asvariad as was'his wit, which 
képt our music lovers guessing. 
Anosher ‘prominant entertainer 
was Army Private afd ex-screca 


star Michey Rooney, who caught 
a pic in one of the funniest acts 
since Buster Keaton made Lemon 
Meranque a houschold favorite. 
Morbid Mickey was featured in 
2 shows of high grade G. 1, talent 
brought during our stay in 
France. i 

Last and foremost on our bright 
list of G. I. favorites is the ‘unc- 
and-only Legs “See what the 
boys in the back room. will have” 


Dietrich, whose spangled Shape 
and Wiskey tenor wowed the 
troopers from stem to stern and 
back again, The fabulous Dietrich, 
after month of trying, cajoled 
her bookers into a 2 night stand. 
She says she’s an 82d rooter from 


_way back, and ‘we all willingly 


admit that the feeling is 100% 
mutual Her legs are just about 
the most famous~w —are a troo- 


pers jump boots, but “why cover 
all that up” was the conversatjon 
on Marlene’s footwear. Voted 
“the shape~ we'd like most to 
drape a parachute on”, the fabu- 
Jous Dietrich will live forever in 
the annals of “All American” 
entertainers. W.F.D. 


"ALL AMERICAN* 
ENTERTAINER 


Trouper Dietrich 


”See what the boys in the 
jump boots will have“ 


[Gs 


The “G-I'S Fayorite’ Mickey Rooney 
So} 


Tha P SWIFT 


Heifitz fiddles while Cologne Burns 


and one at the feet of each -of 
the dead, lowered the bodies into 
their last resting places. At the 
head of each, grave was a cross- 
hewn by the citizens of Ludwigs- 
lust. Every fourth one was a 
Cross of David. 


The new burgomaster — a tall, 
spectacled old man. with white 
hair and a top hat — spoke first. 
He told the Germans of the fin- 
ding of the bodies, of their. res- 
ponsibility for the Ludwigsluse 
concentration camp. ¢ 


82nd Division Chaplains then said 
rayer ‘services which were trans- 


CHAPLAINS ADDRESS 


TO THE PEOPLE OF LUDWIGSLUST 


by Major P.H. Woods 


We are assembled here today before God and in the sight of man to 
glve a proper and reverent burial to the victims of atrocities commited 
iby armed forces in the name and by the order of the German Govern- 
Njent. These 200 bodies were found by the American-army in a concen- 
ion camp 4 miles north of the city of Ludwigslust. 


The crimes here commited in the name of the German people and by 
their acquiesence were-minor compared to those to be found in concen- 
tration camps elsewhere in Germany. Here there were no gas chambers, 
hoe crematoria; thes¢ men of Holland, Russia, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
and France were simply allowed to starve to death, Within 4 miles 
your comfortable homes 4,000 men were forced to live like animals, 
eprived even of the food you would give to your dogs. In three weeks 
},000'of these men were starved to death; 800 of them were buried in 


by the international rules of warfare. This is murder such as is not 
even known among savages. 

“Though you claim no knowledge of these acts you are still indi- 
vidually and collectively responsible for these atrocities, for they were 
commited by a government elected to office by yourselves in 1933 and 
continued in office by your indifference to organized brutality. It should 
be the firm resolve of the German people da never again should any 
leader or party bring them to such moral degradation as is exhibited here. 
“It is the custom of the United States Army through its Chaplains’ 
Corps to insure a proper and decent burial to any deceased person 
whether he be civilian, or soldier, friend or foe, according to reli ious 
preference. The Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces has ordered 
that all atrocity victims be buried in a public place, and that the 


ee : Maxwell D. Taylor, commanding pe aren tO, hospiale’ tsomsthe latcd into German. The band re 4 Riel nearby woods jibes 200 who herbetore nd in these he pent ied led etree poder te bade of Se meer eee 
oes RGrieane the 101st Airborne, and, Brig, Many ae are ve endlts * played the American national pel ae cer et in one buricing and lying with the 4 stone monument will be set up in memory of these Here Prote- 


from the United States Military 
Acedemy at West Point on the 
tail end of the last war, Gen. 
Swift bridged the period between 
the two world wars with the 
usual peacetime tour of. duty 
throughout ‘the United States and 
Possessions. He spent, three years 
in the Philippines. 


The lanky 47 year old General 
attended Cavalry School, the 
Command and General Staff 
School, and. the Army War Col- 
lege before joining the. War Dept 
General Staff in Washington 
From. 1939 to 1942. In Feb., 1942 


Gen. Francis A. March, the pre- 
sent Artillery General. 


Colonels who left the Division to 
become Generals elsewhere are 
Brig. Gen. Steward Cutler, now 
with Allied Airborne Army, Brig. 
Gen, Claudius M. Easly, former 
325th commander, Brig. Gen. 
Ralph P. ,,Doc“ Eaton, Chief of 
Staff with the 18th Airborne 
Corps, and Brig: General Pope 
Asst Div. Commander of the 86th 
Division. s 
Lt. Gen. Johnathan “Skinny” 
Wainwright, hero of Bataan, was 
in the 82d during the last war 
as’ was Lt. Gen. T.(C- H, Lee, 


he ‘was promoted to full Colonel. Eisenhower’s Deptuty and Com. Z 
é That same year Gen, Swift joi- Commander in the E. T. O. 
ned the Ninrh Armored Div. as They were G-3 and G-2 
regimental ‘commander where respectively. 


= Normandy," later moving— 


served until 1943, when he 
ent with the General Staff to 
London as Deputy G-3 of the 

st_U. S. Army Group. In Lon- 
\P don; the’ General helped Jay the 
lans © for’) the invasion’ of 


‘rance to plan. subsequent ope- 
Tations. 


In Oct. 1944, Gen. Swift was 
back in the harness as'an armo- 
fed regimental commander, this 
time with the 2nd Armored Diyi- 
sion. He was with old ,,Blood and 


In Gavin, Taylor, Swing and 
Miley, the 82d as the first air- 
borne division boasts prior rights 
on the Commanding Generals of 
every airborne division which has 


seen combat-to—date, Add to this 
to ,Mr. Aifborne Maj. Gen. Ridg- 


way, commanding the 18th Air- 
borne Corps, and the ;82d_ can 
take great pride in its virtual 
domination of field command in 
thes Airborne game. W.F.D. 


At the sound of funereal music 
from the 82nd Airborne Division 
band, civilians, one at the head 


anthem. Taps sounded over the 


vast assembly: and the Germans | 


began covering the bodies with 
soft, yellow sand. 


sick and dying in other buildings. 


The world has long been horrified at the crimes of the German nation; 
Wthese crimes were never clearly brought to light until the armies of 
athe United Nations overran Germany. This is not war as conducted 
4 


stant, Catholic and Jewish prayers will be said by Chaplains Wood, 
Hannan and Wall of the 82d Airborne Division for these victims as 
we lay them to rest and commit them into the hands of our Heavenly Father ~ 
in the hope that the world will not again be faced’ with such barbarity. 


10,000 Strong they turned out the Citizens of Ludwigslust. Citizens of evegt 


German officers, Offiters 
UG 
LS eoeoeve0¢8s 


The Redeplaiment and Reassigment System | 


Guts” Dixision when they cracked the Siegfried Line. In this campaign 
the General received the Silver Star for Gallantry in Action during 
the 2nd Armored’s drive toward the Rubr in the Basewiler sector, 
He also was awarded the Bronze Star for heroic action during the 
Seizure, occupation and defense of the hard-won Ederen area in 
Western Germany. 


The General holds the Legion of Merit for ones nde service in the 
Pteparation of important legislative plans affecting the organization 
of the army. Most recent of his numerous decorations is the French 
Croix de Guerre presented by Gen. Charles DeGaulle for. exceptional 
Services in battle rendered in the beginning of the Operations to libe- 
fate France. % 


The new Asst Commanding General, familiar to us all for his constant 
Supervision of the Preparatory Training Program in France, likes to 
get down to the smallest units where he can see firsthand what goes 
on with the men who really fight the war. This attitude both in and 
Tout of battle is consistent with the custom of Division leaders from the 
Commanding General-down, and may partially explain what Gen, 


Totession to dig the graves and View the bodies of those they persecuted, With them too, cama 5 Weirmacht Generals and many other 
of an army that had Sanctioned this great-crime against justice, decency; Humanity. 


Fotos by Fred Frate 


by'J.J.Vanmeter that is, excepting the jug of wine. It’s still kicking around. The revised 


version goes, “A silver star, a purple heart, and thou (those cighty- 
five points) beside me, (or better still, on the service record) singing 
in the wilderness (Germany).” 


Everybody can’t sing though. There's a bunch of guys with only forty, 
sixty, or seyenty-five points. They’re as cheerful as a night in an arti 
ficial limb factory. The best they can hope for is that the Army 
blossoms out with a whole bafch of new stars. The battle of the Ruc 
Pigalle, or the campaign of the Via Roma, for example. With a break 
like this many more could join the happy throng of eighty-five pointes. 
On the other hand, it won’t be so bad. According to the National 
Geographic, India abounds with interesting and colorful flora and 
fauna. The flora, or is it fauna, absolutely lurk all about Burma. They 
tell me that you can’t walk down the street without bumping into 
some of it. There might be some of you who don’t give a damm 
about fauna, and even some who find flora execrable (go look up the 
meaning yourself, I had to), 
At any 

everyth 


lont Get Caught With your points Down 


Other than payday, or sweating out the chow line, what is more impor- Tebster gives us two definitions for this lovable, this gracious word 


tant tothe average GI than the point system? I think it would be | fisel c, 1. “A. yellowish-white opa di a 
: 1 7 is eae - aque ereamy matter produced by 
fale torray a the very thought of it takes his breath away, and since iPpuration, chiefly exudate and Eautererating tissues Sith bacteria 
1h u | fe it all the time it’s a wonder he breathes at all. leucocytes.” Now anyone with half an eye can see that this defi- 
ve checked around, tested here and there, and a guy with more than fhition not only depressing and offensive, but is harldy applicable to 
100 points is a rare as a synogogue in Berlin, These high- point guys nd. However, he redeems himself and says, 2, “To unload, 
are really on the varsity, they can’t miss. If I could score for a hundred to freehfrom( that iwhich oppresses. To let go, to dismiss.” 
points I d gladly spend any weekend you say in bed with a wet walrus. fey. actually gets lyrical with this last one. Read it over again, savor 
fae this ve little vague, isn’t it; but we have a few monents, {the words,\let them roll over your tongue. Exhiliarating isn’t it? 
aven’t wei i 


7 4 ‘eta on cna ter gears doesn’t mean any more to aeeoldice thee the eynershD of 
n Dy “e ut to continue this little monograph: a fellow with eighty-five points 100. s! ‘of Ameri Telephone and Telegraph, or to be able to 
Swift calls the extreme mobility and Espre De Corps of the “All Ame- hy; a chance to be discharged Once more only deere O8 heekea call Rockefeller Unele John. 5 Ee i 

» Fican” Troopers. .. @ chance to be discharged. He has a chance to get out, to allez, | ‘be, and don’t correct me, according to Omar Khyyam, 
Gen. Swift's interests on the home front are well taken care of by his parti via, or anything you want to call it. It's out of this world and I fs i B G ee 


wife Gertrude and their two dauthers Barbara 19 and Joanne 15. W.F.D. know it, but the Army has come out flat-footedly and said so, 7 — pene a ee aa eae eRe ai 


but then there’s no pleasing some people. 
fate, which ever group you find yourself in, I’m sure that 
ing will work out just peachy. 
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_.ut AMERICAN“ PARAGLIDE 


The Last Mille — 


_ This is the story of the most unbelieveable sight in two years 
of combat for the skytroopers of the 82d All American Air- 
borne Division. 


Through Sicily, Italy, Normandy, Holland, Belgium, and all 
over western and northern Germany thetroopers fought, butnever 
in that abundence of unforgetable experiences did anything 
stamp a deeper impression than the surrender of the 21st 
German Army. at the Bleckede Bridgehead in north Germany. 
Once in Sicily, 20,000 
beaten Italians had sur- 
rendered to the All Ame- 


_ The American Flag flies over the palace of the Herzog von Mecklenburg-Schwerin — 82 Airborne Div. C.P. — Here Surrender Papers were signed — 
5 \ : 
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INFORMAL — All Along the front “Troopers” met the Russia 
Doughboys and Tankers. 


— Anglo-American Honor Guard Passes in Review for 
Russian, British and American Generals. 


Serving . Tasting 


Testing General Souprounoff plays Host to General Gavin al Russian Feast 
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Caucasian Shashlik — Rugs}an American relations A No. 1!! 


a 


The Last Mille (continued) 


rican Paratroopers, but then the Germans had laughed, “Ita- } 


lians were but little children beside the super race”. Now, 
almose-two~ years-larer,the-sam 
a mass surrender through its battle tested lines. /This time it’s 
a German surrender, not a paltry 20,000, but an estimated 
) 150,000, jamming the roads in the disorganized hoards of a 
beaten army, a beaten people; the same type disorganized 
stampede that had brought on German sneers two years 
earlier when the people of another beaten dictator could 
no longer see honor, 
hope, or salvation in 
death’ and destruction. 
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